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painless, but very unsightly, boil; which refuses to heal for
twelve months and leaves a permanent scar behind. The
infection is believed to be carried by flies, and the disease
certainly manifests itself, as a rule, on the face or hands,
while those who shave are particularly liable to it. Local
scandal tells of a certain German Consul who despised all
precautions and slept on the roof of his house without
curtains, and (the night being hot) without pyjamas also ;
an imprudence for which he paid the penalty in thirty
fine " buttons " scattered all over his consular person 1
Thermantidotes, ice supplies, and all other luxuries of
English life in India are unknown in Mosul, though an
enterprising Christian resident in the town did once introduce
an ice-machine. This was certainly welcomed by the Vali,
as the only sign of the new regime that he had found in
Mosul (it was shortly after the revolution), and as the only
token of progress of any sort that he could note as a result
of the fifty years that had elapsed since he had formerly
been in the place as a very junior civil officer.
There was strong conservative opposition to the intro-
duction even of such a mild instalment of progress ; though
perhaps it might have been mollified, had the pioneer been
a little more liberal with his distribution of bakhshish / As
it was weird accusations circulated against the new engine;
it smelt so abominable that the whole neighbourhood of the
factory was unhealthy (as though one stink more or less
could make any difference in Mosul) ; it turned out its- ice
red-hot, and materially increased the heat that it was
proposing to alleviate ; and it was an impious interference
with the decrees and arrangements of Allah. The ice-
merchant, however, had not been born in Mosul, and bred
in America, without learning a thing or two ; aftd he craftily
put the general commanding the garrison on the free-list
for ice, He calculated that, after the first week or so, a
gentleman, who did not keep the law about total abstinence
too strictly, would not tolerate any interference with the
coolness of his drinks. That expedient worked admirably,
and all interference was summarily squashed, for so long
as the machine continued to work at all That, however,